
 
 

February 2018 Newsletter 

 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

Feb. 10: Junipers for sales. 

March 10: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

April 14: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 

April 20-22: LSBF Convention. Longview. 

April 21-22: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

May 6: 9AM- noon, Sunday. Visiting speaker Roy 

Nagatoshi. 

May 18-20: Exhibition. Rose Room.  

Friday night: set-up. Viewing Saturday & Sunday. 

June 9: Spotlight on Serissa, Snow Rose. 

July 14: Spotlight on Ficus species. 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: TBD 

Oct. 13: LSBF traveling speaker? 

Oct. 20-21: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 
 

It’s time to renew your 

membership for 2018! This  

will be your last newsletter if 

you haven’t renewed your 
membership for 2018. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 

 Hello to all the FWBS members. While we 

have had a break from the below freezing 

temperatures winter is not over so I hope everyone 

has protection for there trees. I’m very encouraged 

by our first two meetings of 2018. We continue to 

gain new membership and it looks like we should 

continue to grow our club in 2018. Please join me in 

welcoming; Gabe Smith and Se Sihonghuene. Se has 

been a member on the North Texas bonsai 

community for a long time and brings a wealth of 

knowledge so we are glad he has joined our ranks. 

 I’m a little under the weather so at the risk of 

being redundant I wanted to repeat some of what was 

mentioned in our January newsletter. Our website 

continues to  generated quite a bit of interest. And I 

can confirm that several of the new members learned 

about FWBS through this website. Thanks to Terry 

for continuing to update and monitor the site. If you 

are new and have not registered please visit the sight 

and we will get you access to everything. We are 

always looking for new material to share so please 

visit our sight and add any Bonsai related 

information to share with the 

club.   http://fortworthbonsai.org This is one of our 

best ways to communicate with the bonsai 

community in Texas and throughout the world. 

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. We have 

finally been able to remove the old bogus sight so 

you will be on the correct sight if you search for Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society.     

 Thanks to everyone who helped out with the 

Juniper tree styling at our last FWBS meeting. We 

will be planting and styling more of these trees at our 

February meeting. The trees we create are sold at the 

Japanese Spring and Fall Festivals.This is one of our 

only ways to generate revenue for the FWBS so all 

your help is appreciated. I think everyone had a good 

time and hopefully learned something.I know several 

newer members really enjoyed getting to actually pot 

and style some trees 

 Please remember to save the dates for the 

LSBF Convention in Longview April 19-22, 2018. It 

looks like they have secured some great artists for 

this convention so you won’t be disappointed.  More 

info to come as of now you can register at: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention 

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention


 We are still in need of a club secretary so if 

anyone can volunteer we would greatly appreciate 

the help. 

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

Happy Styling, 

Dan 

 

February’s Program: 

Juniper Sale Trees Potting. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

 Help create juniper bonsai to sell at the 

Spring and Fall Japanese Festivals. Its a fun way to 

learn more about training bonsai. We also need folks 

to take care of the trees until they can be sold at the 

festivals. Come on out and help with this important 

fund raiser for our club. 

Last Month’s Meeting:  

Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

 

 
Lots of members brought their trees to get expert 

help from the Smiths. 

 

 
Howard comments on a Yaupon Holly.  

 

 
Steven brought a Chinese Quince for advice.  

 

2018 LSBF Convention 
 The brochure and registration for the 2018 LSBF 

Annual Convention is now available on the LSBF 

website. Below is some additional information. 

 

2018-LONE STAR BONSAI FEDERATION ANNUAL 

CONVENTION: “Blooming Bonsai” hosted by the 

Longview Bonsai Society on April 20-22, 2018. 

 Hilton Garden Inn, Longview, Texas 

 Featured artists: 

“Bonsai Boon” Manakitivipart, California 

Rodney Clemons, Georgia 

Mike Lane, Florida 

 Registration available on the website: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/ 2018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai- 

Brochure_web.pdf 

Regards, Ben 

Ben Karlson 

bkarlson@gmail.com 

 

 

FEBRUARY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 The big event we are looking forward to is 

coming up--repotting season.  Normally the ‘best’ 

time to repot is when the sap starts to flow and buds 

swell.  In the real world we usually need to fudge this 

a little because of constraints on our time so we need 

to do it earlier.  But never after the buds open. 

Deciduous trees repotted in Jan will need the new 

roots protected by setting on the ground and 

mulching good or in a greenhouse or garage.  Be sure 

to watch their watering needs.   

 Preparing a group of basic soil mixes can 

save time at the actual repotting.  Mix your favorite 

recipes in 3 sizes, for small medium and large pots, 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
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and then modify them by adding some extra of one 

material or other to suit the particular tree you are 

repotting.  There is no perfect mix, you must decide 

based on your backyard. 

 

The basics of good mixes: 

 Permit free drainage.  Use granular material-

-decomposed granite, lava gravel, pumice, 

haydite, Turface, etc. 

 Provide water retention material--akadama, 

ground or decomposed bark (organic, should not 

break down too quickly). 

 Provide air space--Use appropriately sized 

particles. 

 

 Moisture retention is controlled by the type 

of material (e.g. akadama (good) vs granite (poor) 

and by particle size (finer particles retain more 

residual water). 

 A good general mix for this part of the world 

is equal parts of akadama, lava gravel, and pumice. 

 Akadama is not magic.  It is merely a soil 

native to Japan which is a volcanic island.  After lava 

has broke down they dig it and low fire it to dry it, 

break it up and sieve it into uniform sizes to use as 

one part of their bonsai soil.  We do not have 

anything native comparable on the market in the 

USA.  The advantage of akadama is that it holds 

water uniformly throughout the particle and is soft 

enough for roots to penetrate easily.  Having this 

source of moisture close to the trunk results in short 

fibrous roots.  So I have started using it on my bonsai.  

I feel the pinch of dollars too much to utilize it on the 

growing stuff even though I am sure it would speed 

up their development.  

 Check wire applied last year.  During 

dormancy the woody portions tend to lignify and 

swell.  Severe wire marks can occur.  Remove any 

tight wire. Rewire if necessary. 

 Early February is the end of the season for 

major pruning.  You may be able to continue for a 

while on some late sprouting species such as the oaks 

and yaupon hollies.  After the onset of sap flow you 

should not try to make big cuts, cut paste or pruning 

sealer cannot withstand the hydraulic pressure 

created by the urge to grow. 

 If there is a significant warm streak, you 

could get some activity from over-wintering pests.  A 

dormant spray (horticultural oil or a very weak lime 

sulphur) should be used on outside plants.  The lime 

sulphur should not be used on any green growth or 

after buds begin to swell.  The lime sulphur will also 

serve to kill fungal spores and help control any 

bacterial diseases.  For the greenhouse use the  

original organic spray mixture.  I get good control of 

mites, aphids, and even scale with it when used on a 

weekly basis. 

 My original organic spray is 1 tablespoon 

each of Fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and 

apple cider vinegar to a gallon of water.  Organic 

sprays tend to have little residual action.  They 

should be applied on a regular schedule, probably 

weekly, however they will control well if you hit the 

mites and even bagworms when you hit them while 

young. 

 Using organic fertilizer cakes on top of the 

soil is a better way to fertilize.  You may make your 

own or buy one of the commercial versions from 

your local bonsai vendor.   

 I would suggest that you also repot azaleas at 

this time.  The roots will be reestablished by 

blooming time.  This is much easier on the tree than 

waiting until after bloom when the temperature will 

be hot.  (An aside note:  later on, before blooming 

starts, you will be removing a lot of excess buds 

anyway which will reduce the stress on the tree at 

that time). 

 On developed bonsai when new growth 

appears, keep it pinched so you keep the internodes 

short and develop a compact set of twigs on the 

branches.  On alternate leaved species (e.g. elms) 

pinch when the shoot gets 4 or 5 leaves.  Fingernails 

or shears can be used.  If the twig gets too long it will 

be tough and you have to use shears.  On opposite 

leaved trees (maples) pinch the central shoot as soon 

as it can be distinguished from the two leaves.  To do 

this really right you need to use pointed tweezers. 

 On trees still in the development stage, 

follow your plan.  Refer to your teacher or read the 

bonsaitonight.com blog. 

 Spring flowering plants will have their buds 

set on last year’s growth so pruning them will 

remove some flowers.  Those that bloom later in the 

year will generally bloom on this year’s growth.  

Pruning them will reduce the amount of flowers.  In 

some cases such as crape myrtle, tip pruning of the 

branch will result in no flowers at all.  In these cases 

you must decide which is most important, 

ramification or flowers.  A compromise would be to 

prune the branch shorter than you normally would 

and then let it bloom on new growth which will at the 

proper length.  

 When the growth starts the tree will need 

fertilizer.  However, use one that has only a small 



amount of nitrogen (the first number).  The tree is 

naturally programmed to grow rapidly at this time so 

you don’t need to encourage it further.  Feed enough 

to maintain a healthy green foliage.  Trace minerals 

should be added to help with both the foliage color 

and the color of blooms. 
  

 
A Black Pine being repotted at last month’s meeting. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Ni Guttenfelder 

 nkt6918@yahoo.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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